
VIEWPOINT A  - NEW HOUSE FARM/PUBLIC FOOTPATH

Direction of View - WestDistance from nearest 
edge of site boundary - 250m

Elevation - circa  80m AODGrid Reference - 370910, 173290

Sensitivity to Proposal - LOW

Magnitude of Change to View - LOW-NONE

Assessed Residual Impact - SLIGHT to NONE

A

Assessment of Proposed Development (see text for full assessment)

Existing public road hidden
below convex moorland landform

This viewpoint is representative of views form the immediate east around New house Farm. The view is open 
and consists of grassed pasture land extending out to a close skyline of variable height hedgerows, with 
scattered mature oak trees.

An intervening hedgerow exists between the viewpoint and proposed extension area. This hedgerow is taller 
to the south of the viewpoint, but has been clipped short north of the viewpoint. The top of the plantation 
woodland along the eastern part of the extension area can be seen above the northern hedgerow section, 
but none of the ground surface of the extension.
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LOCATION PLAN

Direction of View - SouthDistance from nearest 
edge of site boundary - 225m

Elevation - circa  80m AODGrid Reference - 371950, 190840

B

Existing public road hidden
below convex moorland landform

This viewpoint is representative of the views from the area around Church Farm and to the north east. The 
view is very similar to Viewpoint A, being wide, open and with a nearby wooded skyline.

Similar to Viewpoint A,  intervening hedgerows screen the ground surface beyond, with various hedgerow 
trees visible. The plantation woodland is visible beyond these intervening features.

Existing public road hidden
below convex moorland landform Mynydd Llwyd

Moorland across which
new road would cut
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VIEWPOINT B  - PUBLIC ROAD Nr CHURCH FARM LOCATION PLAN

Sensitivity to Proposal - LOW

Magnitude of Change to View - NEGLIGIBLE to NONE 

Assessed Residual Impact - NEGLIGIBLE/SLIGHT
                                              to NONE

Assessment of Proposed Development (see text for full assessment)

Intervening hedgerows

Top of on-site planting

Direction of View - EastDistance from nearest 
edge of site boundary - 30m

Elevation - circa  77.5m AODGrid Reference - 371420, 190650
C

Existing public road hidden
below convex moorland landform

Existing public road hidden
below convex moorland landform Mynydd Llwyd

Moorland across which
new road would cut
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VIEWPOINT C - B4509 LOCATION PLAN

Sensitivity to Proposal - LOW

Magnitude of Change to View - MEDIUM to LOW

Assessed Residual Impact - SLIGHT/MODERATE
                                              to SLIGHT

Assessment of Proposed Development (see text for full assessment)

This viewpoint represents views from the north and adjacent road that runs along the western edge of the 
proposed extension area. The view is a similar mix of fields and vegetation as for Viewpoints A and B, except 
that in places the Cotswolds escarpment can be seen just above the skyline vegetation. 

The view is generally experienced from moving vehicles. Shorter vehicles such as cars see little of the 
surrounding agricultural land due to the road side hedgerows. Taller vehicles such as lorries see over the 
clipped hedgerows and experience open views across a flat agricultural landscape with close skylines 

Existing extraction area
screened by vegetation

Existing Wickwar 
Quarry Plant Site

Proposed quarry
extension area

Planting on eastern
edge of extension area

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process is a structured
way of identifying the likely consequences of a development on the
human and natural environment in order to inform decision makers. It is
to be undertaken at an early stage to coincide with project planning so
that designs may be influenced to reduce and mitigate impacts. The
information is supplied in an Environmental Statement (ES) that
accompanies the planning application.

The EIA consists of the following stages:

1. Project definition including alternatives
2. Screening to determine if an EIA is required
3. Scoping with the Planning Authority to identify the most likely

impacts
4. Establishing the baseline by surveys and information gathering
5. Identifying and predicting potential impacts
6. Assessment of effects and proposed mitigation
7. Public participation
8. Review and complete the ES

The ES scoping identified the following assessment areas:

· Landscape and Visual Amenity
· Ecology
· Archaeology
· Dust
· Noise
· Traffic
· Blasting
· Hydrogeology
· Geology

The findings of the detailed survey and analysis of these key subjects
enables us to focus on those areas where the proposals may cause an
impact on the environment. This enables us to design into the proposals
appropriate mitigation strategies.

As a result the significant effects of the development can be minimised and
the new landform can be designed in such a way to secure enhancements
for the environment.

The baseline information has been completed and potential impacts
determined and mitigation measures identified enabling CEMEX to
undertake public a series of public consultations on the proposal that
includes this exhibition.

PLANNING

The proposed extension is identified as a Preferred Area for minerals
working in the adopted South Gloucestershire Minerals and Waste Local
Plan as an extension to Wickwar quarry. The Preferred Area lies on a
narrow localised band of steeply dipping limestone that is faulted and
overlain by other minerals or buildings elsewhere with good road access to
the strategic road network. The limestone is of sufficient a quality to make
it suitable for use in asphalt and concrete products.

A planning application in accordance with the Minerals and Waste Local
Plan is being prepared by Alliance Environment & Planning Ltd on behalf of
CEMEX. The development will involve a proposed extension to Wickwar
East Quarry for the extraction of limestone with restoration to a rectangular
shaped lake for a water storage after-use.

Due to the nature of the proposal an Environmental Impact Assessment is
currently being undertaken by a specialist team of consultants with
considerable expertise in assessing the environmental impacts of
extraction and restoration aftercare. The potential effects and any
necessary mitigation measures will be set out in an Environmental
Statement that will accompany the planning application.

This exhibition explains the proposals.


